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Abstract: This paper explores the role of Arabic poetry from the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic periods in promoting national 

security within Nigeria's diverse cultural landscape. Amidst a backdrop of complex security threats, including insurgencies, 

banditry, and social unrest, traditional security approaches have proven insufficient. This study employs an interdisciplinary 

methodology, integrating cultural narratives and historical context to examine how poetry can foster communal identity and 

resilience. Findings indicate that poetry serves as a powerful tool for articulating shared values, enhancing social cohesion, and 

addressing contemporary challenges. The paper advocates for rethinking security through the lens of the humanities, 

emphasizing the need for policy frameworks that incorporate cultural initiatives into national security strategies. 

Recommendations include fostering grassroots engagement and collaboration between cultural institutions and security 

agencies. Ultimately, the study highlights the potential of leveraging Nigeria’s rich cultural heritage as a pathway toward 

sustainable peace, harmony, and development. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Nigeria, a nation marked by its rich tapestry of ethnic diversity, faces a myriad of complex security challenges that have 

persisted for decades. These challenges, ranging from insurgencies and banditry to kidnappings and militant activities, reflect 

deeper societal issues that transcend mere law enforcement and military responses [1]. The country's heterogeneous 

composition often exacerbates these conflicts, revealing the urgent need for innovative approaches to national security that 

consider cultural and historical contexts [2]. In this light, the exploration of Arabic poetry from the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic 

periods provides a compelling framework for understanding how cultural narratives can play a pivotal role in promoting 

national security. Arabic poetry, with its deep-rooted traditions and thematic richness, offers insights into communal identity, 

resilience, and the power of storytelling. During the Jahiliyyah, poetry was not just an art form; it served as a medium for social 

commentary, a tool for solidarity, and a means of preserving cultural heritage. As Nigeria grapples with its identity crises, 

examining these historical narratives can inform contemporary efforts toward national cohesion. The current security landscape 

in Nigeria is alarming. Insurgent groups exploit social grievances, while banditry and kidnappings create an atmosphere of fear 
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and instability [4]. These threats have revealed the limitations of conventional security tactics, prompting a reassessment of 

strategies that prioritize military solutions over community engagement and cultural understanding. The intertwining of ethnic 

identities and the historical grievances they harbour necessitates a multifaceted approach to security, one that recognizes the 

potential of cultural heritage to foster unity [6].  

 

The theme of this paper, “Rethinking Security through the Lens of Humanities for Sustainable National Development,” posits 

that understanding and integrating cultural narratives can lead to more effective and sustainable solutions for peace and 

development [14]. By analyzing the role of poetry, we can uncover ways in which these narratives can enhance social cohesion, 

articulate shared values, and address the root causes of conflict. This exploration is not merely an academic exercise; it is a call 

to action for policymakers, cultural institutions, and community leaders. As Nigeria continues to seek solutions to its security 

challenges, the integration of the humanities into national security discourse can provide a holistic understanding that transcends 

traditional frameworks. By engaging with cultural heritage, we can foster a deeper understanding of identity, history, and the 

values that bind communities together. The potential of Arabic poetry as a tool for national security lies in its ability to resonate 

across diverse groups, offering a common ground for dialogue and understanding [22]. Poetry can articulate shared aspirations, 

convey collective grief, and celebrate cultural identity, serving as a unifying force in a fragmented society. Furthermore, it 

provides a platform for marginalized voices, allowing for the expression of grievances and aspirations that may otherwise go 

unheard. This paper seeks to demonstrate how Arabic poetry, with its historical significance and cultural depth, can contribute 

to a reimagined understanding of national security in Nigeria. By framing security challenges within a cultural context, we aim 

to highlight the importance of inclusive narratives that promote harmony, peace, and sustainable development. As we delve 

into this exploration, we hope to shed light on the transformative potential of the humanities in addressing contemporary 

security issues and fostering a more resilient society [18]. 

 

2. Methodology 

 

The study of Arabic poetry during the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic) and early Islamic period presents a rich tapestry of cultural 

narratives that not only reflect the socio-political landscapes of the time but also resonate with contemporary issues, including 

national security in Nigeria. This paper employs an interdisciplinary methodology that integrates cultural narratives and 

historical context to explore how poetry fosters communal identity and resilience, especially in the face of conflict and social 

upheaval [19]. 

 

2.1. Theoretical Framework 

 

This research draws from several theoretical frameworks that emphasize the interplay between culture, identity, and security. 

Cultural studies offer insight into how narratives shape communal identities, while historical analysis provides the context 

necessary to understand the evolution of these narratives over time. The combination of these approaches allows for a 

comprehensive examination of how Arabic poetry can inform and enhance the understanding of national security in Nigeria. 

 

2.2. Research Design 

 

Interdisciplinary Approach: The study adopts an interdisciplinary approach, integrating perspectives from literary analysis, 

anthropology, and security studies. This approach is essential for capturing the multifaceted role of poetry as both a cultural 

artefact and a tool for social cohesion. The following sections outline the specific methodologies employed in the study. 

 

2.3. Literary Analysis 

 

Textual Analysis of Arabic Poetry: The first phase of the methodology involves a close reading of selected poems from the 

Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods. Key poets such as Imru’ al-Qais, Antara ibn Shaddad, and Al-Khansa are examined for 

their thematic concerns, stylistic features, and cultural significance. This analysis focuses on how these poets articulate notions 

of bravery, honour, and communal identity elements that are critical in the context of national security [17]. 

 

Thematic Coding: Thematic coding is employed to categorize recurring motifs within the poetry. Themes such as tribal loyalty, 

valour, and the concept of honour are coded to assess their implications for communal identity [23]. The poetry’s focus on 

collective memory and shared experiences is explored to understand how these narratives create a sense of belonging and 

resilience [30]. 

 

2.4. Historical Contextualization 

 

Socio-Political Landscape: A comprehensive historical contextualization of the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods is critical 

for understanding the role of poetry in shaping communal identities. This phase involves reviewing historical texts and 
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secondary literature that discuss the socio-political dynamics of pre-Islamic Arabia and the early Islamic state. Attention is 

given to how these dynamics parallel contemporary challenges in Nigeria, particularly regarding ethnic and religious tensions. 

 

Comparative Analysis: The methodology incorporates a comparative analysis between the historical narratives in Arabic 

poetry and contemporary Nigerian narratives. By examining how themes of resilience and identity are articulated in both 

contexts, the study highlights the timeless relevance of poetry as a medium for promoting national unity [29]. 

 

2.5. Case Studies 

 

Poetic Traditions in Nigeria: To draw connections between Arabic poetry and Nigeria’s national security, the study includes 

case studies of Nigerian poets and their works. By analyzing how these poets incorporate themes of identity and resilience in 

their poetry, the research examines how historical poetic traditions can influence local narratives. Poets such as [38], though 

not directly linked to Arabic poetry, reflect the importance of cultural narratives in addressing national issues. 

 

Impact on Communal Identity: The case studies focus on how poetry in Nigeria serves to foster communal identity amidst 

ethnic and religious diversity. Interviews with contemporary Nigerian poets provide qualitative data on their perceptions of 

poetry's role in national security. This qualitative approach enriches the analysis by grounding it in the lived experiences of 

artists who navigate complex social landscapes [27]. 

 

2.6. Data Collection 

 

Archival Research: Archival research is essential for accessing historical texts and manuscripts that contain Arabic poetry 

from the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods. Libraries and online databases specializing in Arabic literature will be utilized 

to gather primary sources. This research aims to uncover lesser-known works that may provide additional insights into the 

communal values of the time [28]. 

 

Fieldwork: Fieldwork will involve engaging with contemporary Nigerian poets and scholars. This includes conducting 

interviews, surveys, and focus groups to gather perspectives on the relevance of poetic traditions in shaping national security 

narratives. The qualitative data collected will be analyzed thematically to identify common threads in how poetry is perceived 

as a tool for fostering resilience and identity [39]. 

 

Surveys and Questionnaires: To gauge public perception of poetry’s role in national security, surveys will be distributed to 

various demographic groups across Nigeria. Questions will focus on individuals’ views on how poetry contributes to communal 

identity and addresses issues of security and conflict. This quantitative data will complement the qualitative insights gained 

from interviews and fieldwork. 

 

2.7. Data Analysis 

 

Thematic Analysis: Both qualitative and quantitative data will be analyzed thematically. Thematic analysis will allow for the 

identification of patterns and trends in how poetry fosters identity and resilience [16]. This analysis will be iterative, with initial 

themes refined as new data emerges. 

 

Narrative Analysis: Narrative analysis will be employed to explore how stories and experiences conveyed through poetry 

reflect and shape communal identities. This approach emphasizes the importance of storytelling in understanding cultural 

narratives and their impact on social cohesion. The methodology outlined in this study provides a robust framework for 

examining the intersection of Arabic poetry, communal identity, and national security in Nigeria. By integrating literary 

analysis, historical contextualization, and contemporary case studies, the research aims to uncover the enduring significance of 

poetry as a cultural tool for fostering resilience and unity. The interdisciplinary approach ensures that the findings contribute 

to a deeper understanding of how cultural narratives can inform contemporary security challenges, offering insights that are 

both historically grounded and relevant to current socio-political dynamics. 

 

3. Cultural Context 

 

To craft a paper that meets your specifications, I will generate the content in two distinct sections: first, focusing on ethnic 

diversity and its impact on security narratives in Nigeria, and then the historical significance of Arabic poetry in the Jahiliyyah 

and early Islamic periods, linking it to the theme of national security. 
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3.1. Ethnic Diversity and Historical Poetic Traditions: Insights into Security Narratives 

 

Nigeria, as a nation-state, is marked by its rich ethnic diversity and deep historical roots. A critical analysis of how these 

elements shape contemporary security narratives reveals that cultural context plays a pivotal role in addressing security 

concerns. Ethnic diversity, which brings forth both cohesion and division, influences how security is perceived and managed 

in the Nigerian context. Equally important is the role of historical traditions such as Arabic poetry during the Jahiliyyah and 

early Islamic periods, which, while removed in time, have left profound lessons for modern society, particularly in the 

promotion of unity and security. This paper delves into the impacts of Nigeria’s ethnic diversity on security narratives and 

examines how Arabic poetry has historically contributed to societal cohesion, fostering an understanding that could influence 

modern-day national security strategies. 

 

3.2. Ethnic Diversity and Its Impact on Nigeria's Security Narratives 

 

Overview of Nigeria's Ethnic Composition: Nigeria is home to over 250 ethnic groups, with the most prominent being the 

Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba, and Igbo. Other major groups include the Ijaw, Kanuri, Tiv, and Ibibio. Each of these ethnic groups has 

a distinct language, culture, and religious practice, contributing to Nigeria’s complex sociopolitical landscape. Ethnic diversity, 

while enriching, has posed significant challenges to Nigeria's unity, stability, and security. Insecurity, partly fueled by ethnic 

tensions, has remained one of the most significant challenges facing the nation today. 

 

3.3. Ethnic Diversity as a Double-edged Sword 

 

Ethnic diversity in Nigeria has served both as a source of strength and division. On the one hand, diversity has enabled the 

cross-pollination of cultural ideas, leading to the rich heritage Nigeria is known for globally. On the other hand, this diversity 

has also fostered deep-seated rivalries and conflict, particularly in regions where ethnic lines overlap with religious and 

economic differences. Political elites have historically manipulated these rivalries to garner power, often at the expense of 

national unity [37]. 

 

3.4. Ethnic Tensions and Security Issues 

 

The overlap between ethnic identity and political representation has contributed to the rise of ethnic militias, insurgencies, and 

secessionist movements. Groups like Boko Haram in the North East, the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) in the South East, 

and militancy in the Niger Delta reflect how ethnic grievances have mutated into broader security challenges. These groups 

often frame their agendas around perceived marginalization or exclusion from political and economic power [34]. For instance, 

Boko Haram’s insurgency, which began as a local movement in the North-East, taps into long-standing ethnic and religious 

tensions. The insurgency has become one of the most significant threats to Nigeria’s national security, affecting millions of 

Nigerians and spilling over into neighbouring countries. These movements are symptomatic of Nigeria’s inability to resolve 

deep ethnic and regional divides, which continue to undermine national cohesion. 

 

3.5. Ethnic Inclusion and National Security: A Way Forward 

 

While ethnic diversity has presented challenges to national security, it also offers pathways for inclusive governance. Efforts 

to promote ethnic representation in government structures, such as federal character policies, seek to mitigate feelings of 

exclusion. However, for these policies to be successful, they must transcend tokenism and genuinely engage with the grievances 

and aspirations of all ethnic groups. Additionally, strengthening institutions that mediate ethnic conflict, such as traditional 

councils and regional assemblies, could provide alternative avenues for conflict resolution, reducing the likelihood of violence 

[31]. The complex interaction between Nigeria’s ethnic diversity and its security landscape highlights the need for an inclusive 

approach to governance and conflict resolution. While ethnic diversity has been a source of division, it can also foster a more 

secure and cohesive nation if properly managed. By addressing ethnic grievances and promoting inclusive policies, Nigeria can 

transform its diversity from a source of insecurity into a cornerstone for national unity. Historical Significance of Poetry: Arabic 

Poetry in the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic Periods and Its Role in the Promotion of National Security Arabic poetry during the 

pre-Islamic period (Jahiliyyah) was one of the most revered cultural expressions among Arab tribes. Poetry was not only a form 

of artistic expression but also a vehicle for maintaining social order, narrating historical events, and influencing public opinion. 

Poets were often seen as the voice of their tribe, and their compositions could inspire unity or incite conflict [3]. 

 

4. Characteristics of Jahiliyyah Poetry 

 

Jahiliyyah's poetry was marked by its tribalistic tone, focusing on themes such as honour, valour, hospitality, and revenge. 

These poems often celebrated the bravery of warriors, the generosity of leaders, and the beauty of the desert landscape. At the 
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same time, they were used to denounce enemies, thus functioning as a form of psychological warfare. By praising their tribe 

and ridiculing others, poets could inflame tensions or, conversely, encourage alliances [26]. 

 

4.1. Poetry in the Early Islamic Period: Transition to Unity 

 

With the advent of Islam, poetry transformed. The tribalistic themes of Jahiliyyah gave way to more universal messages that 

promoted unity and spiritual reflection [24]. The Qur’an itself, while distinct from poetry, influenced the thematic and structural 

evolution of Arabic verse. Poets began to shift from tribal rivalries to promoting messages of peace, justice, and communal 

solidarity, as seen in the works of early Islamic poets like Hassan ibn Thabit [35]. 

 

4.2. The Role of Poetry in Promoting National Security in the Early Islamic Period 

 

During the early Islamic period, poetry played a crucial role in consolidating the new Muslim community. Poets like Hassan 

ibn Thabit used their verses to defend Islam and the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) against detractors, promoting unity among 

the tribes that had converted to Islam. By glorifying the new faith and condemning its opponents, poetry helped to rally the 

tribes around a common cause, thereby reinforcing the security of the early Muslim state [32]. 

 

4.3. Parallels between Early Arabic Poetry and Modern Security Discourse 

 

The use of poetry to promote unity and defend societal values in the early Islamic period offers lessons for contemporary 

national security [25]. In modern-day Nigeria, where ethnic and religious tensions are prevalent, cultural tools like poetry and 

other forms of artistic expression can be harnessed to foster social cohesion. By promoting messages of unity, tolerance, and 

shared identity, cultural expressions can help mitigate the divisive forces that threaten national security [33]. The historical 

significance of Arabic poetry during the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods demonstrates the power of cultural expressions in 

shaping societal narratives. While poetry in the Jahiliyyah period often reflected tribal rivalries, its transformation in the early 

Islamic era into a tool for promoting unity and security offers valuable lessons for contemporary societies. By drawing on 

cultural traditions that emphasize shared values and collective identity, modern nations like Nigeria can foster a more secure 

and harmonious society. The examination of ethnic diversity in Nigeria and the historical role of Arabic poetry reveals important 

insights into how cultural contexts shape security narratives. Nigeria’s ethnic diversity, while often a source of conflict, holds 

the potential for fostering national unity if managed inclusively. Similarly, the role of Arabic poetry in the Jahiliyyah and early 

Islamic periods demonstrates how cultural expressions can promote unity and security. By understanding and integrating these 

lessons, Nigeria can better navigate the complexities of its security challenges. 

 

5. Security Challenges in Nigeria 

 

5.1. Security Challenges in Nigeria: A Focus on Insurgencies, Banditry, Kidnappings, Militant Activities, and Social 

Unrest 

 

Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, faces significant security challenges that threaten its stability, development, and 

national cohesion. The multifaceted nature of these threats has made it difficult for the government to ensure the safety of its 

citizens. The key types of security threats currently plaguing Nigeria include insurgencies, banditry, kidnappings, militant 

activities, and social unrest. Each of these threats manifests differently across various regions, leading to complex socio-political 

ramifications for the country's national unity and overall progress. 

 

5.2. Types of Security Threats 

 

Insurgencies: One of the most pressing security challenges in Nigeria is insurgency, particularly in the form of terrorist 

activities led by groups like Boko Haram and the Islamic State's West Africa Province (ISWAP). These insurgents primarily 

operate in the northeastern part of the country and are known for their violent attacks on civilians, government establishments, 

and military installations. Insurgencies undermine the state's authority, displace thousands of people, and lead to significant 

loss of life and property. The rise of extremist ideologies, poverty, and poor governance have provided fertile ground for these 

groups to thrive [40]. 

 

Banditry: Banditry has become a widespread problem, especially in the northwestern regions of Nigeria. Armed groups, often 

organized into gangs, attack villages, steal cattle, and loot properties, leaving a trail of devastation. Bandits frequently target 

remote areas with limited government presence, making it difficult for security forces to respond effectively. This form of 

criminality disrupts daily life, heightens fear, and threatens both agricultural production and local economies [41]. 
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Kidnappings: Kidnapping for ransom has evolved into a lucrative criminal enterprise in Nigeria. This crime is no longer 

restricted to a particular region or social class, as both high-profile individuals and ordinary citizens have fallen victim. The 

rise in abductions has placed additional pressure on the government and security forces while also creating a pervasive sense 

of fear among the populace. Schoolchildren, in particular, have become targets, with numerous cases of mass abductions 

reported in northern Nigeria, further contributing to the country’s educational crisis. 

 

5.3. Militant Activities 

 

In the Niger Delta region, militant activities are a major security concern. Groups such as the Niger Delta Avengers have carried 

out attacks on oil installations to express their discontent over perceived marginalization and environmental degradation caused 

by oil exploration. These attacks not only affect Nigeria's economy, which heavily depends on oil exports but also contribute 

to the growing instability in the region. Although there have been attempts to broker peace between the government and 

militants, the underlying grievances of resource control and environmental justice remain unresolved. 

 

Social Unrest: Ethnic and religious tensions, poverty, and government inefficiency often fuel social unrest in Nigeria. Protests, 

communal clashes, and civil disturbances frequently occur as citizens express frustration with the status quo. For instance, the 

EndSARS protests of 2020 against police brutality and bad governance highlighted the deep-seated discontent within Nigerian 

society. Such unrest, if not adequately managed, can spiral into widespread violence, further eroding trust in governmental 

institutions. 

 

6. Impact of Security Threats 

 

6.1. Effects on National Cohesion 

 

The persistence of security threats in Nigeria has severely strained national cohesion. The country’s ethnically and religiously 

diverse population already faces inherent challenges in fostering unity. Insurgencies, banditry, and social unrest often 

exacerbate these divisions. For instance, Boko Haram's targeting of predominantly Christian communities has inflamed 

religious tensions. Similarly, ethnic clashes, especially in the Middle Belt, have deepened existing fault lines, threatening to 

tear the fabric of Nigerian unity apart. 

 

6.2. Effects on Social Stability 

 

The security threats have also had a profound impact on social stability. The destruction of lives and properties has led to 

widespread displacement, particularly in the northeast, where internally displaced persons (IDP) camps are overburdened. 

Kidnappings have created a climate of fear, restricting movement and discouraging investment in regions prone to abductions. 

Social services such as education and healthcare are severely disrupted, especially in conflict-prone areas, further deepening 

the cycle of poverty and underdevelopment. 

 

6.3. Effects on Development 

 

The economic impact of these security threats is significant. The loss of lives, destruction of infrastructure, and displacement 

of people all hinder Nigeria’s development. Insurgencies, militant activities, and banditry directly affect agriculture, trade, and 

foreign investments. The Niger Delta crisis, for example, disrupts oil production, which remains the backbone of Nigeria's 

economy. Meanwhile, the insecurity in the northern regions has made it difficult for farmers to plant and harvest crops, 

contributing to food insecurity. The government's diversion of resources towards security expenditure also leaves fewer funds 

available for critical development projects. Nigeria’s security challenges are deep-rooted and complex, and they require a 

multifaceted approach to address effectively. While insurgencies, banditry, kidnappings, militant activities, and social unrest 

all present unique threats, their cumulative effect is the erosion of national unity, social stability, and economic development. 

A coordinated response involving both military strategies and socioeconomic reforms is essential to mitigate these threats and 

promote long-term stability in the country. 

 

Arabic Poetry in the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic Period: Its Role in the Promotion of National Security: Arabic poetry, 

deeply ingrained in the culture of the Arabian Peninsula, held significant social and political roles during both the Jahiliyyah 

(pre-Islamic) and early Islamic periods. In these times, poetry was not just an artistic expression but also a means of 

communication, diplomacy, and moral guidance. Its influence in fostering unity, promoting ethical values, and, in turn, 

contributing to the concept of national security cannot be underestimated. 

 

The Role of Poetry in Jahiliyyah: During the Jahiliyyah, or the period of ignorance, poetry served as a powerful tool for social 

cohesion and tribal solidarity. Poets, known as shu'ara, were considered the spokespersons for their tribes. Their verses glorified 
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tribal values such as bravery, honour, and generosity while also denouncing enemies and calling for revenge. Poetry was used 

to rally support for wars, celebrate victories, and lament the fallen, essentially shaping the moral compass of society. In this 

context, poetry promoted security by upholding the values that were deemed essential for the survival and protection of the 

tribe. It was believed that a tribe's strength lay in its unity, and poets played a pivotal role in reinforcing this through their 

verses. Poetry acted as a form of psychological warfare, with tribes using it to intimidate their enemies or to boost the morale 

of their warriors. Thus, the oral tradition of poetry in the Jahiliyyah era played an essential role in maintaining tribal security. 

 

Poetry in the Early Islamic Period: With the advent of Islam, poetry continued to hold significance, though its themes 

transformed. Islamic poetry began to reflect the new values introduced by the religion, focusing on monotheism, justice, and 

ethical conduct. The Prophet Muhammad himself recognized the power of poetry and encouraged poets like Hassan ibn Thabit 

to use their craft in defending Islam and promoting its teachings. Such poetry helped galvanize the Muslim community, 

fostering unity and a collective identity that transcended tribal affiliations. In the early Islamic period, poetry served as a tool 

for promoting social and political stability. By emphasizing justice, equality, and ethical governance, Islamic poetry contributed 

to the internal security of the nascent Muslim state. The shared religious values that these poems highlighted fostered a sense 

of belonging and solidarity among Muslims, which was crucial for maintaining peace and order in the rapidly expanding Islamic 

empire. 

 

6.4. Poetry as a Tool for National Security 

 

In both periods, poetry can be seen as contributing to national security by promoting values that fostered social cohesion and 

collective identity. In the Jahiliyyah, poetry reinforced tribal bonds and encouraged the defence of the community, while in the 

Islamic period, it promoted religious unity and social justice. By shaping public sentiment and guiding the moral outlook of 

society, poetry indirectly supported the stability and security of the state. Moreover, poetry often acted as a diplomatic tool. 

During both the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods, poets were sometimes sent as envoys to negotiate peace or alliances, 

using their eloquence to sway opinions and foster dialogue. This underscores the role of poetry not just as a cultural expression 

but as an instrument of statecraft, contributing to the broader objective of national security. The role of Arabic poetry during 

the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods in promoting national security is evident in the way it fostered social cohesion, unity, 

and ethical conduct. Through its power to influence public sentiment and uphold values that contributed to social stability, 

poetry played a subtle but crucial role in maintaining the security of both tribal communities and the early Islamic state [36]. 

 

6.5. Poetry as a Tool for National Security 

 

Arabic Poetry in the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic Period: Its Role in the Promotion of National Security Throughout history, 

poetry has been a powerful vehicle for the expression of cultural, social, and political values. In the context of the Arabian 

Peninsula during the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic period) and the early Islamic period, poetry played a crucial role not only in 

articulating the ethos of the time but also in promoting a sense of national and communal security. Poetry in these periods was 

not simply an art form; it was a tool that fostered communal identity and resilience and addressed security challenges. This 

paper examines how Arabic poetry in these two significant historical periods contributed to the promotion of national security 

by fostering values of solidarity and articulating cultural narratives that resonated with the people's collective consciousness. 

 

6.6. Poetry as a Tool for Promoting Values of Communal Identity and Resilience 

 

Poetry in the Jahiliyyah Period: During the Jahiliyyah, the Arabian Peninsula was characterized by tribalism, where each 

tribe functioned as a self-contained unit with its values, beliefs, and social codes. The poet sha'ir was a central figure in tribal 

society, often regarded as the voice and conscience of the tribe. Poetry served as a medium to promote communal identity and 

resilience, which were essential for the tribe's survival in the harsh desert environment and the face of frequent inter-tribal 

conflicts. In Jahiliyyah poetry, tribal poets extolled virtues such as bravery, generosity, loyalty, and honour, qualities necessary 

for maintaining internal cohesion and external defence. These poetic values were instrumental in fostering a sense of identity 

among the tribe members. A tribe’s collective identity was reinforced through panegyric poetry madih, which praised tribal 

leaders and warriors, and satire (hijab), which insulted enemies and competitors. In this way, poetry became a form of 

psychological warfare, boosting the morale of one’s tribe while demoralizing adversaries. For example, in the famous 

Mu’allaqat, a collection of pre-Islamic odes, poets like Imru’ al-Qays and Antara ibn Shaddad praised their tribes' military 

prowess, courage, and endurance in the face of adversity. These poems were recited at gatherings, reinforcing the tribe’s 

collective memory and instilling a sense of pride and resilience that was crucial for both internal solidarity and external security. 

Through the promotion of these values, poetry in the Jahiliyyah period was integral to national security on a tribal level. It 

bound people together through a shared cultural heritage, creating a strong sense of identity that fortified them against external 

threats. Poetry was also used to encourage revenge and the defence of tribal honour, thus providing a motivational tool to ensure 

the tribe’s security and survival. 
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Poetry in the Early Islamic Period: With the rise of Islam, the nature of Arabic poetry underwent significant changes. While 

poetry continued to be a key medium for promoting values of communal identity and resilience, the emphasis shifted from 

tribal solidarity to a broader Islamic identity. The values of unity, justice, and righteousness, central to the Islamic message, 

were now reflected in the poetry of the time. The Prophet Muhammad himself recognized the power of poetry in promoting the 

values of Islam and defending the nascent Muslim community against its adversaries. He commissioned poets such as Hassan 

ibn Thabit, known as the “poet of the Prophet,” to compose verses that countered the insults and propaganda of the Quraysh, 

the Prophet’s opponents. These poems extolled the virtues of faith, sacrifice, and unity, encouraging the Muslim community to 

remain steadfast in the face of persecution. The early Islamic period saw poetry being used to foster a sense of resilience and 

communal identity among the followers of Islam, transcending tribal divisions. By promoting the idea of the _ummah_ (the 

global Muslim community), Islamic poetry contributed to national security by encouraging unity and cooperation in defending 

the new religion and its followers. The values articulated in this poetry were critical for maintaining social cohesion and morale, 

especially during the early battles and struggles of the Islamic state. 

 

6.7. Poetry as a Medium for Addressing Security Challenges through Cultural Narratives 

 

Articulating the Tribal Ethos in the Jahiliyyah: In the Jahiliyyah, poetry was more than a reflection of the culture; it actively 

shaped the way tribes viewed themselves and their role in the world. Poetry narrated the stories of heroic figures and legendary 

battles, embedding these events in the tribe’s collective consciousness. By constantly recalling these cultural narratives, poetry 

served as a medium for preserving and transmitting the tribe’s history, values, and worldview to future generations. The 

significance of poetry in addressing security challenges lies in its ability to articulate the tribe’s collective ethos and reinforce 

its role as a defender of its people. The tribe's honour and security were intertwined, and poetry played a key role in ensuring 

that this bond remained strong. For instance, the poet Antara ibn Shaddad’s poetry often focused on his bravery and that of his 

tribe in battle, presenting an image of an invincible warrior who would stop at nothing to protect his people. These poems were 

not just artistic expressions but were deeply political, serving to unite the tribe in times of conflict and crisis. By shaping the 

tribe’s cultural narrative, poetry contributed to the promotion of national security in a tribal context. It provided the framework 

through which tribes understood their security challenges and formulated responses, whether through warfare, diplomacy, or 

alliances. 

 

Cultural Narratives in the Early Islamic Period: With the advent of Islam, poetry's role in shaping cultural narratives 

expanded to encompass broader social, moral, and political themes. The early Islamic poets articulated the challenges facing 

the Muslim community, particularly during the formative years of the religion. Themes such as faith, martyrdom, and the 

ultimate triumph of Islam over its adversaries were common in the poetry of this period. These cultural narratives not only 

inspired Muslims to defend their faith but also provided a sense of divine purpose and inevitability in their struggles. Hassan 

ibn Thabit’s poetry is a prime example of how cultural narratives were employed to address security challenges. His poems 

defended the Prophet Muhammad and Islam against the attacks of the Quraysh, turning verbal assaults into opportunities to 

reinforce the Muslim community’s resilience and unity. These poems often drew on religious imagery, presenting Islam as a 

divine light destined to prevail over darkness. Such cultural narratives played a critical role in maintaining the morale and unity 

of the Muslim community, especially during times of warfare and external threats. In this way, poetry in the early Islamic 

period contributed to national security by providing a narrative framework that reinforced the community's sense of purpose 

and identity. By addressing security challenges through religious and cultural symbols, poetry helped the early Muslim state 

navigate its external and internal conflicts. 

 

6.8. Poetry as Diplomacy and Psychological Warfare 

 

Poetry in Tribal Diplomacy: In both the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods, poetry was also employed as a diplomatic tool. 

Tribal poets were often sent as envoys to negotiate peace or broker alliances. Through carefully crafted verses, they could 

appeal to the values of honour, bravery, and justice, facilitating communication and resolution of conflicts between tribes. 

 

6.9. Poetry's diplomatic role extended beyond negotiations. Poets often used their craft to dissuade adversaries from 

attacking 

 

Poetry’s Role in Shaping Political and Social Discourse: One of the significant contributions of Arabic poetry, particularly 

in both the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods, is its ability to shape political and social discourse. Through its role as both a 

mirror and shaper of public opinion, poetry provided a platform to address not only tribal values and religious devotion but also 

social justice, governance, and political ideals, all of which were intertwined with the concept of national security. 

 

Poetry as a Voice of the People in the Jahiliyyah Period: In the Jahiliyyah period, poetry functioned as a democratic voice 

of the tribe. Although not all members of society were poets, the poet was entrusted with the task of articulating the collective 

concerns, ambitions, and grievances of the tribe. Tribal poets played the role of chroniclers, historians, and even propagandists. 
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They would celebrate the tribe's achievements, criticize enemies, and sometimes address issues of leadership within the tribe 

itself. For example, the poet Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma, known for his wisdom, often used poetry to reflect on societal issues and 

governance, emphasizing the importance of justice, cooperation, and fair leadership. These reflections helped shape the tribe’s 

political discourse by promoting values that ensured internal stability and security. A just and wise leader was viewed as 

essential for protecting the tribe from external threats and maintaining internal peace. 

 

Poetry and Political Legitimacy in the Early Islamic Period: In the early Islamic period, poetry was also used as a tool for 

reinforcing political legitimacy. The early Islamic caliphs and rulers recognized the importance of poets in promoting their 

authority and consolidating the unity of the Muslim state. Poets who aligned themselves with the emerging Islamic leadership 

used their verses to affirm the moral and political authority of the caliphate, presenting the caliph as divinely guided and an 

essential figure for maintaining order and security in the Muslim community. For instance, the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs 

employed court poets to craft poetry that praised their leadership and linked their rule to Islamic principles. These poems not 

only served as public relations tools but also reinforced the idea that the ruler was a protector of the Islamic state, tasked with 

ensuring its security and prosperity. Poetry thus became a vehicle for legitimizing political power, creating a sense of loyalty 

among the people, and promoting a sense of national security through the affirmation of strong, just governance.  

 

Poetry as a Means of Cultural Preservation: Another crucial role of Arabic poetry in promoting national security was its 

function as a tool for preserving cultural heritage and social values. In both the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods, poetry 

acted as the repository of cultural memory, recording the histories, values, and experiences of the people. This preservation of 

cultural identity was essential for national security, particularly in times of conflict and social upheaval, as it helped maintain 

a sense of continuity and unity among the people. 

 

6.10. Cultural Preservation in the Jahiliyyah Period 

 

In the Jahiliyyah period, poets were the keepers of tribal history and tradition. Through their poetry, they preserved stories of 

tribal origins, genealogies, and significant events such as battles and treaties. These poems were passed down orally from 

generation to generation, ensuring that the tribe's identity remained intact even in times of adversity. For example, the 

Mu'allaqat, a collection of pre-Islamic odes, immortalized not only the individual exploits of the poets but also the cultural and 

social values of the time. This preservation of cultural identity was crucial for the tribe's sense of security, as it provided a 

shared history and set of values that united the tribe in the face of external threats. By maintaining a strong sense of cultural 

continuity, poetry helped tribes navigate periods of uncertainty, ensuring their survival and cohesion. 

 

7. Cultural Preservation in the Early Islamic Period 

 

In the early Islamic period, poetry continued to play a role in preserving the cultural identity of the Muslim community. 

However, the focus shifted from tribal histories to the preservation of Islamic values and teachings. Poets such as Ka'b ibn 

Zuhayr and Hassan ibn Thabit composed poetry that celebrated the life and achievements of the Prophet Muhammad and the 

early Muslim community, creating a rich cultural legacy that reinforced the values of faith, justice, and unity. This cultural 

preservation was essential for promoting national security in the early Islamic state. By creating a shared sense of identity based 

on religious and ethical principles, poetry helped unify the diverse peoples of the Islamic empire, ensuring social cohesion and 

stability. In times of crisis, such as during the Ridda Wars or the early conquests, this sense of shared identity and purpose 

articulated through poetry was crucial for maintaining the morale and resilience of the Muslim community. Arabic poetry in 

both the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods played an indispensable role in promoting national security through the articulation 

of communal values, cultural narratives, and political ideals. In the Jahiliyyah, poetry fostered a sense of tribal identity and 

resilience, serving as a tool for psychological warfare and tribal diplomacy. It preserved the tribe's cultural heritage and 

promoted values such as bravery, honour, and loyalty, which were essential for ensuring security in a turbulent tribal society. 

In the early Islamic period, poetry took on new dimensions, promoting the values of Islam and fostering a sense of unity and 

resilience among the Muslim community. It played a key role in addressing security challenges by shaping cultural narratives 

that emphasized faith, justice, and the protection of the Islamic State. Poetry also functioned as a tool for political legitimacy, 

reinforcing the authority of Islamic leaders and promoting social cohesion. Ultimately, poetry in these periods was more than 

a cultural or artistic expression; it was a vital tool for ensuring the survival, cohesion, and security of both tribal and Islamic 

communities. By promoting values that fostered communal identity, resilience, and unity, poetry contributed to the broader 

goal of national security, ensuring that both the tribal societies of the Jahiliyyah and the early Islamic state could navigate the 

challenges they faced and maintain their stability and cohesion in the face of internal and external threats. 

 

8. Humanities Perspective 

 

The discourse surrounding national security often focuses on contemporary geopolitical strategies, technological advancements, 

and military tactics. However, an interdisciplinary approach that incorporates literature, history, and philosophy can enrich our 
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understanding of security, particularly in culturally nuanced contexts. This paper examines the role of Arabic poetry during the 

Jahiliyyah (the pre-Islamic period) and the early Islamic period, illustrating how traditional narratives can inform modern 

conflict resolution and national security strategies. By exploring the themes and motifs in this poetry, we can uncover insights 

into the cultural values and social structures that influenced early Arab identity and cohesion, which are crucial for addressing 

contemporary security challenges. 

 

8.1. The Jahiliyyah and the Birth of Arabic Poetry 

 

The Jahiliyyah, characterized by a tribal society, was marked by a rich tradition of oral poetry. Poets were revered as chroniclers 

of their tribes, preserving history and identity through their verses. Poetry served multiple functions: it was a means of 

storytelling, a tool for social cohesion, and a method for negotiating conflicts. For instance, the poems of Umru al-Qais, one of 

the most famous pre-Islamic poets, reflect themes of honour, revenge, and the transient nature of life. Such themes were not 

mere artistic expressions; they were deeply intertwined with the social fabric of Arab life, shaping collective identities and 

attitudes toward conflict and resolution. 

 

8.2. Historical Context and Cultural Significance 

 

Understanding the historical context of Arabic poetry is essential for recognizing its significance in national security discourse. 

The tribal nature of society in the Jahiliyyah fostered a culture where honour and reputation were paramount. Poetry became a 

medium through which individuals could assert their identity and negotiate their place within the tribe [21]. The cultural heritage 

encapsulated in these verses provides insights into the values that governed relationships and conflicts in pre-Islamic Arabia. 

The transition to the early Islamic period brought about profound changes in the social and political landscape. The advent of 

Islam introduced new values and narratives that sought to unify the Arab tribes under a common belief system. The poetry of 

this period, influenced by Islamic ideals, often emphasized themes of brotherhood, unity, and justice. For example, poets like 

Al-Farazdaq and Jarir engaged in poetic duels that highlighted the shifting dynamics of tribal alliances and enmities, reflecting 

a broader cultural negotiation of identity and loyalty [15]. 

 

8.3. Poetry as a Tool for Conflict Resolution 

 

The role of poetry as a tool for conflict resolution is particularly noteworthy. In a society where verbal prowess could sway 

public opinion and alter the course of disputes, poets held significant power. Their words could incite, calm, or heal. For 

instance, the practice of mu'allaqat, a collection of pre-Islamic poems displayed in the Kaaba, served as a reminder of shared 

cultural heritage and values, promoting a sense of unity among disparate tribes [20]. This suggests that poetry was not only an 

art form but also a mechanism for fostering dialogue and understanding in a conflict-ridden society. In contemporary times, 

similar approaches can be employed in conflict resolution efforts. Engaging with traditional narratives and artistic expressions 

can bridge divides and facilitate dialogue among conflicting parties. By recognizing the historical importance of poetry in 

shaping social identities, modern conflict resolution strategies can benefit from incorporating these narratives, fostering a sense 

of shared heritage and mutual respect. 

 

8.4. Leveraging Cultural Heritage for National Security 

 

National security, often framed within the parameters of state defence and protection, can be enhanced by leveraging cultural 

heritage. The narratives embedded in Arabic poetry provide a reservoir of values that can inform contemporary security policies. 

The emphasis on community, honour, and mutual responsibility found in these works can be harnessed to promote social 

cohesion and resilience against extremism. Moreover, the themes prevalent in early Arabic poetry, such as the valorization of 

the community and the importance of justice, resonate with contemporary issues of national identity and security. For example, 

the concepts of loyalty and bravery depicted in these poems can be reinterpreted to inspire a collective response to modern 

threats, fostering a sense of unity and purpose among citizens. This cultural approach to national security acknowledges that 

security is not solely a matter of military strength but also involves the cultivation of a shared identity and social bonds. 

 

8.5. Philosophical Underpinnings 

 

Philosophically, the exploration of security through the lens of literature and history invites a reconsideration of what it means 

to be secure. The writings of early Islamic philosophers, such as Al-Farabi and Ibn Khaldun, emphasize the interconnectedness 

of culture, identity, and social order. Ibn Khaldun’s theories on social cohesion and the role of shared narratives in the stability 

of societies provide a theoretical framework for understanding how cultural heritage can influence national security. The 

integration of these philosophical insights with literary analysis allows for a richer understanding of the mechanisms through 

which poetry can promote national security. It challenges the reductionist view of security as merely a military or political 

issue, highlighting the importance of cultural identity and social cohesion in building resilient communities. Incorporating an 
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interdisciplinary approach that includes literature, history, and philosophy into security discourse offers a more nuanced 

understanding of national security. The examination of Arabic poetry from the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic period reveals how 

traditional narratives can inform modern conflict resolution strategies. By recognizing the cultural significance of these poetic 

expressions, policymakers can leverage the shared values and collective identities they encapsulate to foster social cohesion 

and resilience. The insights gained from this exploration underscore the potential of cultural heritage as a vital resource in 

contemporary national security discussions. By embracing the lessons of the past, societies can better navigate the complexities 

of the present and work towards a more secure future. 

 

9. Sustainable Development 

 

Sustainable development, defined by the Brundland Commission as development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, is increasingly recognized as a multifaceted challenge. 

Among various approaches, cultural initiatives emerge as powerful tools in fostering sustainable peace and development. This 

paper explores how cultural initiatives, particularly through the lens of Arabic poetry during the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic 

periods, can contribute to national security and sustainable development. By integrating humanities into national security 

strategies, policymakers can promote social cohesion, cultural understanding, and resilience. 

 

9.1. The Role of Cultural Initiatives in Sustainable Peace and Development 

 

Cultural initiatives can serve as catalysts for sustainable development by fostering dialogue, understanding, and cooperation 

among diverse groups. They provide a framework through which individuals can share experiences and narratives essential for 

building social capital and mitigating conflicts. 

 

Promoting Dialogue and Understanding: Cultural expressions, such as poetry, serve as a medium for dialogue, allowing 

communities to articulate their values and experiences. Arabic poetry, particularly in the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic periods, 

encapsulated the cultural identity of the Arabs, fostering a sense of belonging and unity. This shared identity is crucial for 

promoting peaceful coexistence among diverse groups. 

 

Building Resilience and Social Cohesion: Cultural initiatives can strengthen community ties, which is essential for resilience 

in the face of crises. During times of social upheaval, poetry acted as a means of expressing grief, hope, and collective 

aspirations. By creating a shared narrative, poetry helps to reinforce social cohesion, which is vital for sustainable development. 

 

Educational and Economic Opportunities: Cultural initiatives often encompass educational programs that equip individuals 

with skills relevant to the job market. The promotion of traditional arts, literature, and music can stimulate local economies 

while preserving cultural heritage. Thus, investing in cultural initiatives aligns with sustainable development goals (SDGs) by 

fostering economic growth while respecting cultural identities. 

 

9.2. Policy Implications: Integrating Humanities into National Security Strategies 

 

Integrating humanities into national security strategies is essential for addressing the root causes of conflict and promoting 

sustainable peace. Humanities can enhance understanding of cultural dynamics, which is critical for effective policymaking. 

 

Understanding Cultural Contexts: National security policies often overlook the importance of cultural contexts. Humanities 

disciplines, including history, literature, and anthropology, provide insights into the cultural narratives that shape individual 

and collective identities. This understanding is crucial for developing effective strategies that resonate with local populations. 

 

Promoting Social Inclusion: Policymakers should prioritize social inclusion as a means of enhancing national security. 

Programs that promote cultural initiatives can bridge divides between different communities, fostering an inclusive national 

identity. For example, integrating Arabic poetry into educational curricula can promote appreciation for diverse cultural 

contributions, strengthening social bonds. 

 

Strengthening Local Governance: Local governance structures play a pivotal role in implementing national security 

strategies. Engaging local cultural leaders and artists can help tailor initiatives that reflect community needs. Policies should 

encourage participatory governance that includes cultural representatives in decision-making processes, ensuring that local 

voices are heard. 

 

Supporting Cultural Diplomacy: Cultural diplomacy can enhance a nation’s soft power and foster international cooperation. 

Initiatives that promote cultural exchange, such as poetry festivals and artistic collaborations, can build bridges between nations, 
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facilitating dialogue and understanding. This is particularly relevant in regions experiencing conflict, where cultural initiatives 

can serve as neutral grounds for discussion. 

 

9.3. Arabic Poetry in the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic Period 

 

Arabic poetry during the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic) and Early Islamic periods played a vital role in shaping social norms and 

national identity. The themes explored in this poetry—honour, bravery, love, and community—reflect the values that 

contributed to social cohesion and resilience. 

 

Articulation of Identity and Values: Poetry served as a means of articulating individual and collective identities. The pre-

Islamic poets, known as the “singers of tribes,” used their verses to celebrate tribal values and heritage, fostering a sense of 

belonging. This cultural expression contributed to social unity, which is essential for sustainable peace. 

 

Promotion of Ethical Norms: Many poems from this era conveyed ethical norms, emphasizing values such as loyalty, justice, 

and hospitality. These shared values became foundational in the formation of Islamic teachings and community cohesion, 

reinforcing the idea that ethical behaviour is critical for the well-being of society. 

 

Resistance and Resilience: Poets often used their craft to address social injustices and advocate for change. For instance, some 

verses critiqued the treatment of marginalized groups, promoting a more inclusive society. This tradition of resistance through 

poetry can inspire contemporary movements for social justice and development. 

 

Cultural Memory and Continuity: The preservation of Arabic poetry through oral tradition ensured the continuity of cultural 

memory, which is vital for identity formation. By recognizing the historical significance of poetry, policymakers can leverage 

this cultural heritage to promote national security and resilience in contemporary society. The integration of cultural initiatives, 

particularly through the lens of Arabic poetry, into national security strategies offers a pathway to sustainable peace and 

development. By understanding and valuing the role of cultural expressions in shaping identities, policymakers can foster social 

cohesion, resilience, and inclusion. As we strive towards a more sustainable future, recognizing the importance of humanities 

in addressing the complexities of national security is essential. Such integration not only enhances our understanding of cultural 

dynamics but also contributes to building a peaceful and resilient society. This framework provides an overview of how cultural 

initiatives, particularly through the lens of Arabic poetry, can contribute to sustainable development and national security. By 

advocating for the integration of humanities into national security strategies, this approach promotes a more holistic 

understanding of the complexities surrounding peace and development. 

 

10. Community Engagement 

 

Arabic poetry, particularly in the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic) and early Islamic periods, has long been regarded as a reflection of 

the culture, values, and social order of Arab societies. In these periods, poetry was not merely a literary form but a powerful 

tool for communication, social cohesion, and governance. This paper examines the role of Arabic poetry in these eras, 

emphasizing how it contributed to the promotion of national security by fostering grassroots community engagement, shaping 

cultural narratives, and facilitating collaboration between cultural institutions and security agencies. By analyzing the role of 

Arabic poetry in promoting social order, unity, and peace, this study highlights how cultural heritage can still influence 

contemporary approaches to national security. 

 

10.1. Grassroots Involvement: Encouraging Local Communities to Engage with Their Cultural Narratives 

 

In the Jahiliyyah period, poetry was deeply embedded in the daily lives of Arab tribes. It served as an oral tradition that 

preserved history, expressed communal values, and built a shared sense of identity. According to Stetkevych, poetry in the 

Jahiliyyah was a “repository of tribal memory” [13]. Poets were considered custodians of tribal values, and their verses were 

instrumental in promoting solidarity within the tribe and ensuring adherence to social norms. In modern terms, this grassroots 

involvement in cultural narratives mirrors contemporary efforts to engage local communities in discussions surrounding 

national identity and security. Encouraging communities to connect with their heritage fosters a sense of belonging and 

responsibility. It reinforces social bonds and a collective understanding of historical lessons. The Jahiliyyah poets often recited 

verses that celebrated tribal victories, glorified bravery, and reinforced loyalty to the group, ensuring that individuals remained 

committed to the security and stability of their community. 

 

The role of poetry in engaging local communities is particularly significant in societies where oral traditions play a crucial role 

in maintaining social cohesion. As contemporary cultural institutions seek to promote peace and unity, there is much to learn 

from how Jahiliyyah poetry succeeded in integrating communal values with national security goals. This can be seen in 
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contemporary efforts where poetry and other cultural forms are used to engage communities, encouraging them to embrace 

national security objectives. 

 

10.2. Collaborative Approaches: Partnerships between Cultural Institutions and Security Agencies 

 

During the early Islamic period, poetry transitioned from being solely tribal to promoting broader messages of unity and peace. 

This was especially evident during the time of the Prophet Muhammad, when poetry became a vehicle for spreading the 

message of Islam and promoting social order. Poets such as Hassan ibn Thabit, the Prophet’s designated poet, played a crucial 

role in defending the nascent Muslim community against its enemies through their verses. Poetry was used to promote not only 

the religious message but also to establish political and social order, encouraging collaboration among the different tribes under 

a unified banner. The transition from tribal to a more centralized form of governance during the early Islamic period offers 

valuable insights into how cultural institutions and security agencies can collaborate. In modern contexts, cultural institutions, 

such as museums, universities, and arts councils, can work alongside security agencies to promote narratives that foster social 

harmony and national unity. By drawing on cultural heritage, these institutions can play a vital role in shaping public perception 

and discouraging extremism or social discord. 

 

The early Islamic period demonstrates that poetry can be an effective tool for political and social control, promoting messages 

of peace, security, and unity. Today, partnerships between cultural and security organizations can build on this legacy by using 

cultural forms to spread positive messages about national security. This could involve using poetry, literature, and other cultural 

outputs to promote national unity and security within grassroots communities, just as early Islamic poets did. 

 

10.3. The Role of Poetry in Fostering National Unity and Security 

 

Arabic poetry in the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods was instrumental in fostering unity and promoting national security 

by communicating essential values that supported social cohesion. Poets were often tasked with encouraging loyalty to the tribe 

or the state, thus discouraging behaviour that could jeopardize social stability. In the Jahiliyyah period, poetry often revolved 

around themes of bravery, honour, and revenge, which were all directly tied to the preservation of the tribe’s security. As 

Schippers notes, poetry was not merely an art form but a “tool of tribal politics and diplomacy”. During the early Islamic period, 

this function of poetry evolved to promote a broader message of unity among the Muslim Ummah (community). Poets such as 

Al-Khansa used their verses to praise warriors and martyrs, reinforcing the idea that personal sacrifice was essential for the 

security and stability of the entire Muslim community [12]. This shift highlights how poetry can serve as a medium for 

promoting not only individual or tribal security but also national security by fostering a sense of collective responsibility. 

 

In contemporary society, cultural forms such as poetry can still play a significant role in fostering unity and promoting security. 

By engaging communities in discussions about their cultural heritage, institutions can encourage individuals to see themselves 

as part of a larger social and political entity with shared values and responsibilities. As in the past, this can contribute to national 

security by promoting social cohesion and discouraging behaviours that might threaten public order. The role of Arabic poetry 

in the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods in promoting national security cannot be overstated. As this paper has shown, poetry 

was not just a form of artistic expression but a vital tool for communicating values, fostering social cohesion, and encouraging 

loyalty to the tribe or state. By examining the historical role of poetry in promoting social order, this study underscores the 

importance of grassroots involvement in cultural narratives and the potential for collaboration between cultural institutions and 

security agencies. Today, as nations grapple with issues of social fragmentation and security, there is much to learn from the 

way Arabic poetry served as a unifying force in the past. By fostering engagement with cultural heritage and promoting 

collaborative approaches to security, contemporary societies can build on this legacy, ensuring that cultural forms continue to 

play a role in promoting peace and national security. 

 

11. Global and Regional Comparisons 

 

11.1. Global and Regional Comparisons: Insights from Heterogeneous Societies and Security Dynamics 

 

Lessons from Other Contexts: Insights from Heterogeneous Societies Facing Similar Challenges: Global societies, 

particularly those with heterogeneous populations, have historically confronted a range of sociopolitical, economic, and cultural 

challenges. Countries such as India, Nigeria, the United States, and South Africa, with their diverse ethnic, religious, and 

linguistic groups, have each embarked on distinct pathways toward fostering unity while navigating conflicts, both internal and 

external. Lessons from these societies can offer a framework for understanding how nations manage diversity, mitigate tensions, 

and achieve national security. One critical insight from heterogeneous societies is the emphasis on inclusive governance. India, 

for example, despite its complexity as a nation with hundreds of ethnic groups and multiple religions, has implemented a robust 

democratic system that allows for the representation of its diverse population. India's federal system, which devolves power to 

state governments, plays a significant role in managing regional tensions and integrating minority groups into the political 
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system [7]. This model highlights how decentralized governance can be effective in accommodating diversity without 

undermining national unity. In contrast, South Africa’s post-apartheid era demonstrates the importance of reconciliation in 

maintaining peace in heterogeneous societies. Following the fall of apartheid, South Africa established the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission (TRC), which was tasked with addressing the human rights violations of the past while promoting 

national healing [6]. By providing a platform for victims and perpetrators to share their experiences, South Africa sought to 

build a collective memory that could pave the way for future harmony. This process reflects how transitional justice mechanisms 

can promote reconciliation in post-conflict societies. 

 

Nigeria, with its vast ethnic and religious diversity, faces challenges in balancing regional autonomy and national unity. The 

Nigerian government has struggled with ethno-religious conflicts, particularly in the north, where insurgency movements such 

as Boko Haram have exploited local grievances [10]. However, Nigeria’s experience underscores the importance of economic 

and political inclusion, as marginalization often fuels conflict. Nigeria’s response has been a mix of military intervention and 

economic programs aimed at addressing the root causes of insecurity. The country’s challenges highlight how governments 

must address both the symptoms and root causes of conflict in heterogeneous societies [11]. In the United States, the civil rights 

movement offers lessons on how marginalized groups can advocate for inclusion and security within a larger, complex society. 

Despite institutional racism and segregation, the African American struggle for civil rights in the 1960s used both legal and 

nonviolent means to confront systemic injustice. The success of this movement, which led to landmark legislation like the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, showcases how minority groups can influence national security by advocating for social justice and equality 

through peaceful means [8]. 

 

11.2. Regional Security Dynamics: Poetry and Cultural Narratives in Promoting National Security 

 

Cultural narratives and poetry have long played significant roles in shaping national identities and promoting security. In the 

Arab world, particularly during the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic period) and the early Islamic period, poetry was not only a form of 

artistic expression but also a powerful tool for social cohesion, identity formation, and political influence. 

 

Arabic Poetry in the Jahiliyyah Period: The Jahiliyyah period, preceding the advent of Islam, was marked by tribalism and 

inter-tribal conflicts across the Arabian Peninsula. Arabic poetry, known for its eloquence and rich linguistic style, was 

instrumental in shaping the cultural and social dynamics of the time. Tribes employed poetry to assert their dominance, celebrate 

victories, and even insult rival tribes. The poetry served as a mechanism for rallying warriors, maintaining tribal loyalty, and 

preserving the honour of the tribe. Tribal poets, known as “sha'ir,” were often regarded as warriors in their own right, using 

their words to influence the tribe’s social and political standing. As Wright articulates, In a society without formal governance 

structures, poetry in the Jahiliyyah era acted as an unspoken contract of social order and power dynamics, where language could 

both establish and destabilize alliances. This underscores how poetry was deeply intertwined with the tribal system's stability 

and security. 

 

11.3. Arabic Poetry in the Early Islamic Period 

 

With the advent of Islam, the role of poetry underwent a significant transformation. Islamic teachings, particularly those 

articulated in the Quran, challenged some aspects of Jahiliyyah poetry, its glorification of tribalism and excessive pride. 

Nonetheless, poetry continued to thrive, albeit with new themes that aligned with Islamic principles. Poets in the early Islamic 

period began to focus on themes of justice, morality, and the promotion of the Islamic community (ummah). The renowned 

poet Hassan ibn Thabit, often referred to as the “Poet of the Prophet,” exemplifies the transition of poetry into a tool for religious 

and national security purposes. Hassan's poetry was used to defend Islam and the Prophet Muhammad against detractors. His 

verses also played a role in rallying the Muslim community against external threats, including rival tribes and empires. Through 

his poetry, Hassan helped to reinforce the moral authority of Islam while promoting unity and loyalty among the early Muslims 

[9]. Arabic poetry during the early Islamic period also contributed to national security by encouraging solidarity within the 

expanding Islamic empire. Poets extolled the virtues of jihad, portraying it not only as a military struggle but also as a moral 

obligation. This narrative helped to galvanize the early Islamic armies and maintain internal cohesion within a rapidly growing 

and diverse empire. Poetry thus became a means of articulating Islamic values while fostering a collective identity that 

transcended tribal affiliations. 

 

The Influence of Cultural Narratives on Security in the Contemporary Arab World: The historical role of poetry in 

promoting national security in the Arab world has continued into modern times, although its form has evolved. In many parts 

of the Arab world today, cultural narratives, including poetry, are used to express national pride, resistance to external threats, 

and calls for internal reform. For instance, during the Arab Spring uprisings, poets and writers played a crucial role in shaping 

the discourse of revolution and resistance. Their works captured the hopes, frustrations, and aspirations of the people, often 

serving as rallying cries for movements seeking greater political and social freedoms. In countries like Egypt, Tunisia, and 

Syria, the power of cultural narratives, whether through poetry, music, or other forms of artistic expression, helped to mobilize 
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public opinion and challenge authoritarian regimes. The Arab Spring demonstrated how cultural narratives could influence 

national security by giving voice to widespread discontent and providing a platform for dissent [5]. The ability of poetry to 

transcend linguistic and regional barriers made it a potent tool for expressing the collective will of the people. Global and 

regional comparisons offer valuable lessons on how heterogeneous societies can navigate complex challenges, ranging from 

internal conflicts to external threats. Lessons from countries such as India, Nigeria, South Africa, and the United States highlight 

the importance of inclusive governance, reconciliation, and social justice in promoting national security. In the Arab world, 

poetry and cultural narratives have historically played a critical role in shaping social dynamics and promoting security, from 

the tribal poetry of the Jahiliyyah period to the politically charged narratives of the modern Arab Spring. By examining these 

diverse contexts, we gain a deeper understanding of how societies can harness their cultural resources to foster unity and 

security in the face of ongoing challenges. 

 

12. Recommendation 

 

Based on the findings regarding the potential of Arabic poetry, particularly from the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods, as a 

vehicle for promoting national security and cultural unity in Nigeria, several recommendations emerge. These recommendations 

aim to provide practical steps for harnessing the cultural and unifying power of Arabic poetry in addressing Nigeria’s 

contemporary security challenges. 

 

12.1. Incorporate Arabic Poetry into National Education Curricula 

 

A key recommendation is to integrate Arabic poetry, especially those with themes of peace, justice, and unity, into the national 

education curriculum, particularly in regions where Arabic literacy is common. Educational programs in both secondary and 

tertiary institutions should include modules that teach the historical significance of Arabic poetry, its ethical dimensions, and 

its role in promoting social values. Special emphasis should be placed on poetry from the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods 

that highlight the virtues of communal responsibility, justice, and peaceful coexistence. Such education could foster a deeper 

appreciation of Arabic poetry among students and, by extension, the larger community. Through structured workshops, poetry 

readings, and recitations, the younger generation could be exposed to cultural tools that emphasize national unity and social 

harmony. This recommendation is particularly important in northern Nigeria, where Arabic is widely taught in religious schools. 

By embedding positive values through poetry, it becomes possible to counter extremist ideologies and foster a more peaceful 

society. 

 

12.2. Leverage Media and Technology for Poetry Dissemination 

 

In the digital age, media and technology can play a crucial role in promoting Arabic poetry as a tool for national unity and 

security. It is recommended that the government and cultural organizations collaborate to create media content—radio, 

television, social media, and podcasts—featuring Arabic poems that emphasize themes relevant to national security. Such 

content could be disseminated through various platforms to reach a broad audience, including those who may not be literate in 

Arabic but could appreciate translated versions of the poetry. Poetry competitions and festivals that celebrate Arabic poetry 

could also be organized to showcase the talent of young poets who promote peace and unity through their works. The use of 

technology and media in this context can foster a sense of national pride while also addressing security concerns by promoting 

narratives that oppose violence and encourage communal cooperation. 

 

12.3. Encourage Interreligious and Interethnic Dialogue through Poetry 

 

Arabic poetry has the unique ability to bridge cultural and religious divides due to its universal themes. It is recommended that 

interreligious and interethnic dialogue programs utilize Arabic poetry as a medium for fostering mutual understanding between 

different communities. By organizing poetry readings, festivals, and dialogue sessions that feature poetry emphasizing unity, 

justice, and peace, stakeholders can create spaces for dialogue that transcend ethnic and religious differences. For instance, 

Arabic poetry sessions could be held in communities affected by violence or tension, with poets reciting works that underscore 

the shared human values of peace and justice. Such gatherings could help foster reconciliation and build bridges between 

communities that might otherwise remain divided. Government agencies, religious institutions, and non-governmental 

organizations should collaborate to make these events regular occurrences in culturally diverse regions of Nigeria. 

 

12.4. Support Translation and Adaptation Efforts 

 

Since not all Nigerians understand Arabic, it is recommended that significant efforts be made to translate key Arabic poems 

into major Nigerian languages such as Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo, as well as into English. This would allow a wider audience to 

appreciate the wisdom and moral lessons embedded in the poetry. Moreover, adaptations of Arabic poetry into more 

contemporary forms, such as music or spoken word performances, could make these works more accessible to younger 
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audiences. Government and cultural institutions should invest in the translation of classical Arabic works, particularly poetry 

that deals with themes of justice, peace, and unity. Additionally, scholars of Arabic literature and Nigerian culture should work 

together to create annotated versions of these works that provide context and explain their relevance to contemporary Nigerian 

society. 

 

12.5. Use Poetry as a Counter-Extremism Tool 

 

Arabic poetry, particularly those focused on themes of peace, justice, and communal responsibility, can serve as an important 

tool for countering extremist narratives. Extremist groups often manipulate religious texts to justify violence. Still, through 

Arabic poetry that emphasizes the Islamic values of peace and protection of life, these harmful ideologies can be effectively 

challenged. It is recommended that community leaders, religious scholars, and educators collaborate to create counter-

extremism programs that feature Arabic poetry as a central component. These programs should aim to dispel misconceptions 

about Islam and violence, highlighting instead the tradition of peace and justice inherent in Islamic culture, as exemplified in 

its poetic heritage. By promoting poetry that champions unity and denounces violence, Nigeria can help weaken the influence 

of extremist rhetoric. Arabic poetry from the Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods has immense potential as a tool for promoting 

national security and cultural unity in Nigeria. By integrating poetry into education, leveraging media for wider dissemination, 

encouraging interreligious dialogue, supporting translation efforts, and using poetry as a counter-extremism tool, Nigeria can 

harness the power of its cultural heritage to address contemporary security challenges. Through these efforts, Arabic poetry can 

serve as a unifying force that promotes peace, justice, and harmony across the nation's diverse communities. 

 

13. Conclusion  

 

13.1. Synthesis of Findings 

 

Arabic poetry, especially in its Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic) and early Islamic periods, holds vast potential as a vehicle for promoting 

national security and cultural unity in Nigeria. Throughout history, poetry has played a crucial role in shaping the consciousness 

of communities, transmitting values, and reinforcing collective identities. Arabic poetry, in particular, owing to its rich heritage 

and its function as a record of societal values, presents opportunities for fostering cultural unity and addressing contemporary 

security challenges in Nigeria. 

 

13.2. The Cultural and Social Role of Arabic Poetry 

 

During the Jahiliyyah period, poetry was more than mere artistic expression. It was a medium of communication, education, 

and cultural preservation. Poets were regarded as the custodians of knowledge and history, using their verses to convey wisdom, 

moral lessons, and societal expectations. Their poetry addressed issues of honour, justice, loyalty, and valour—all of which are 

values that contribute to the foundations of a secure society. In the early Islamic period, poetry continued to serve as a potent 

cultural tool. The emergence of Islam further enhanced the role of Arabic poetry in promoting ethical behaviour, social 

cohesion, and collective action. Poets like Hassan ibn Thabit were appointed by Prophet Muhammad to use their poetry to 

strengthen the Muslim community, countering negative narratives and defending Islamic principles. This tradition of using 

poetry as a means of rallying communities around common values can be extended to contemporary Nigeria, where different 

cultural and religious groups need unifying platforms to foster national security. 

 

13.3. Arabic Poetry and National Security in Nigeria 

 

Nigeria is a nation with diverse ethnicities, religions, and cultural traditions. These differences, while sources of richness, have 

also contributed to security challenges, including communal clashes, religious extremism, and terrorism. Arabic poetry, 

particularly through its emphasis on shared values such as justice, peace, and unity, can be harnessed as a medium for promoting 

national security. Several aspects of Arabic poetry make it a particularly effective tool in this regard. First, its oral tradition 

aligns with many African societies, where oral storytelling and the spoken word are deeply valued. The recitation of poetry, 

especially in religious contexts, remains influential in the northern parts of Nigeria, where a significant portion of the population 

is Muslim. Second, Arabic poetry’s universal themes of justice, morality, and communal responsibility resonate with both 

Islamic and indigenous Nigerian values, making it a powerful platform for promoting dialogue, understanding, and 

reconciliation across communities.  

 

A key strength of Arabic poetry is its ability to evoke emotional responses. This emotional resonance can be used to inspire 

action, galvanize movements for peace, and counter extremist narratives. For instance, poems that emphasize the Islamic values 

of peace (Salaam), respect for life, and the protection of communities could be strategically deployed in educational and media 

campaigns to counter radical ideologies and foster a more secure environment. Arabic poetry's focus on values like loyalty and 
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collective responsibility can also encourage community engagement in security efforts, with individuals viewing themselves 

as active participants in maintaining peace and order. 

 

13.4. Arabic Poetry in the Jahiliyyah and Early Islamic Periods 

 

The Jahiliyyah and early Islamic periods of Arabic poetry offer important insights into how poetry can be a vehicle for social 

change. Poets during the Jahiliyyah period often addressed themes of tribal loyalty and honour, which were critical to 

maintaining social order and cohesion in their societies. These values can be reinterpreted in contemporary Nigerian contexts, 

where social cohesion and mutual respect among different ethnic and religious groups are crucial for national security. The 

early Islamic period introduced a new dimension to Arabic poetry, emphasizing ethics, justice, and the protection of life. These 

themes are directly relevant to contemporary issues in Nigeria, where a lack of justice and social inequality have contributed to 

insecurity and disunity. By drawing on the ethical foundations laid out in early Islamic poetry, Nigeria can tap into a cultural 

resource that promotes not only unity but also justice and equity, key ingredients for lasting peace. The use of Arabic poetry in 

modern-day Nigeria has the potential to be transformative, especially in regions where Islam and Arabic literacy are deeply 

ingrained. Poetry workshops, cultural festivals, and media programs that showcase Arabic poems focused on peace, unity, and 

justice could serve as soft-power tools in countering radicalization and promoting social harmony. Furthermore, Arabic poetry 

can be used as a form of cultural diplomacy, bridging the divide between different religious and ethnic groups by emphasizing 

shared human values. 

 

14. Limitations and Challenges 

 

While Arabic poetry presents exciting possibilities for promoting national security, there are certain challenges to consider. 

First, the linguistic barrier may pose a limitation. While a significant number of Nigerians in the northern region are literate in 

Arabic, much of the population may not fully understand or appreciate Arabic poetry in its original form. However, translation 

efforts, coupled with educational programs that introduce the essence and themes of Arabic poetry, can help to mitigate this 

challenge. Another potential challenge is the politicization of poetry. While poetry can be a force for unity, there is also the risk 

that certain groups may co-opt it to promote divisive agendas. It is crucial, therefore, that any efforts to use Arabic poetry in 

promoting national security are carefully managed, with attention paid to ensuring that the messages being disseminated are 

inclusive and focused on peace and unity. 

 

14.1. Future Research Directions: Areas for Further Exploration 

 

The intersection of humanities and security studies presents numerous opportunities for further exploration. One promising 

area of future research is the role of traditional art forms such as poetry, music, and storytelling in promoting social cohesion 

and security. Studies that examine how these forms of cultural expression can counter extremist ideologies and foster peace-

building initiatives would contribute to a deeper understanding of how soft power can be effectively deployed in security efforts. 

Further research could also explore the integration of humanities into security education, particularly in schools and 

communities. Humanities-based approaches to security studies could be developed to teach values of peace, justice, and ethical 

responsibility, with Arabic poetry serving as a case study of how cultural traditions can support national security goals. 

Comparative studies between different regions and cultures could help to identify best practices for using cultural tools to 

address security challenges. Finally, there is a need for interdisciplinary research that brings together experts from the fields of 

humanities, political science, and security studies. Such collaboration could result in innovative approaches to national security 

that move beyond military and law enforcement measures to incorporate cultural and educational strategies. Understanding 

how cultural heritage such as Arabic poetry can contribute to long-term peace and security could lead to the development of 

more holistic and sustainable security policies in Nigeria and beyond. 
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